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in a Cabinet for ten years, hardly indicates an arrogant
aversion to all colleagues of genius.

It was important at this moment to send a strong
man to Dublin, for Ireland was shaken by the dangerous
agitation which had its origin in Wood's halfpence, but
which had its roots much deeper than the mere issue
of a patent to an English tradesman to supply a defi-
ciency in Irish coinage. That the issue of tho patent
was an odious job, by which a large sum of money was
to find its way into tho pocket of the king's mistress, is
undeniable, The amount to be struck was in gross and
mischievous excess ovor what was required, as was shown
by tho willingness of tho government to reduce tho sum
from more than ono hundred thousand pounds to forty
thousand. The whole operation was conducted from
first to last with a flagrant disregard for Irish opinion
or Irish authority, which might bo called incredible, if
tho same principle had not prevailed until now. On
tho other hand, tho unfortunate coins wore good and of
true value, nor was anybody obliged to take them who
did not choose; and tho case against them was marked
by many exaggerations, misrepresentations, and lies,

Unluckily for the peace of the British government,
the case was taken up by the strongest controversial
genius of tho age. Swift hated and despised the country
in. which hie unhappy lot was cast, but he had the honest
contempt natural to a powerful mind for tho wretched
system on which it was governed, and he was inspired be-
sides by keen animosity against the party in England and
the minister, by whoso neglect or ill-will ho had been
doomed to perpetual twdlo. The Dmpie^B Letters are
among the very few pieces of political controversy oneh. 8, Oddly enough, while
